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The narrative structure in the Book of Sudanese
Riddles: for professor Abdullah EI-Tayeb

Dr. Taghrid Yahya Eltayeb

Assistant Professor at Qassim University,
College of Languages and Humanities

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the narrative structure of Sudanese riddles,
as a form of popular oral literature that reflects the cultural and social
structure of society. The study is based on the hypothesis that riddles are not
merely a means of entertainment or amusement, but rather contain subtle
narrative patterns that incorporate traditional storytelling elements, including
events, characters, and a temporal and spatial structure. The research relied
on the narrative analytical approach, where a sample of riddles popular in
different regions of Sudan was selected and analyzed according to the
concepts of modern narration. The results showed that Sudanese riddles
have a coherent narrative structure, relying on allusion, ambiguity, and
repetition as artistic mechanisms that contribute to capturing the recipient's
attention and conveying societal values. The study also revealed a strong
presence of educational and symbolic dimensions in these riddles,
reinforcing their importance as a popular narrative discourse.

Keywords: Sudanese riddle, narrative structure, oral literature, narrative analysis,
folklore
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