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Language and Character Construction of Sudanese
Realist Novel: An Analytical Reading of Bashir Abbas’
Critique of Sudanese Realist

Dr. Abusabah Ali Eltayeb Abusabah
Assistant Professor of Literature and Literary Criticism

Department of teaching Arabic to non- native speakers, College of

Languages & Humanities Qassim University

Abstract

This study investigates Basheer Abbas’s critical view of how language
and character are shaped within the Sudanese realist novel. Its importance
emerges from its engagement with literary works that capture the
complexity of Sudanese social life while reflecting its cultural and historical
transformations. By revisiting Abbas’s critical contributions, the research
seeks to clarify his analytical method and show how it helps strengthen the
connection between narrative fiction and the social realities it represents.
Drawing on the descriptive—analytical approach, the study examines
Abbas’s readings alongside the insights of other contemporary critics to
uncover the intellectual and aesthetic layers embedded in realist narratives.
The discussion focuses on two central aspects of Abbas’s critique: the
linguistic texture of the realist novel and the processes through which
characters are constructed. These aspects are approached through a
theoretical lens that considers the novel’s socio-historical context, and an
applied lens that explores how fiction engages with and interprets reality.
The study concludes that both language and character construction play a
decisive role in shaping the Sudanese realist novel, and that Abbas’s critical
vision offers a productive framework for understanding this narrative
tradition. It also encourages further scholarly exploration of areas that could
not be fully addressed within the scope of this research.

Keywords: Basheer Abbas, realist novel, narrative language, character
construction, contemporary Arab criticism, critical discourse,

narrative analysis.
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