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Democratization in Yemen: An Analytical Study of
Structural Problems
(1990 — 2015)

Dr. Fuad Nasser Saleh Al-Badai
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Department of Economics
Faculty of Administrative Sciences — Taiz University

Abstract

This study explores the structural Problems that obstructed Yemen’s
democratic transition following the establishment of national unity in 1990.
It highlights how state fragility, traditional social structures, rentier
economic patterns, authoritarian political culture, and unfavorable regional
and international contexts collectively undermined the consolidation of
democratic institutions. The findings conclude that the collapse of Yemen’s
democratic experiment resulted from the cumulative interaction of these
factors, and that any future democratization must begin by addressing their
root causes rather than their superficial manifestations.

Keywords: Democratic transition, Yemen, state fragility.
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